II.G

Procedures for

Disposal of Waste Materials
from the Institution

Every organization should have a system for the disposal of chemical
wastes that is safe and environmentally acceptable. This system should be
under the direction of a safety coordinator or department specifically
charged with that responsibility. Written plans for handling emergencies
such as spills (see Section II.E.6) should be readily available. To serve the
range of laboratory requirements (solid versus liquid, toxic versus nontoxic
wastes), the disposal system should be complete and permit no loopholes.
Storage of wastes at the institution should be minimal.

The Resources Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) of 1976, which
is intended to provide cradle-to-grave control of hazardous waste,
establishes a national hazardous-waste management program. The EPA is
authorized to establish a system that will track hazardous chemical wastes
from the time they are generated through their storage, transportation,
and treatment to their ultimate disposal. The act requires that each step be
documented, and regulations have been promulgated [45 Fed. Reg. 12,272-
12,746 (Feb. 26, 1980) and 33,066-33,588 (May 19, 1980)] aimed at
implementing this law.

It is now necessary to address the fundamental question of what
constitutes a hazardous waste. The EPA proposal defines waste as
hazardous if it meets criteria of toxicity, ignitability, corrosiveness, or
reactivity. For example, ignitible waste is defined as (a) any liquid that has
a flash point of less than HOT, (b) any substance that can cause a fire by
reaction or self-ignition, (c) any ignitable compressed gas, or (d) any
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